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Woodlands Pre-school is situated in purpose built accommodation within the grounds of Ruishton Primary School. Our pre-school offers a high quality curriculum, allowing children to enter school with a positive outlook. Through play, the children are encouraged by our committed staff to explore ideas, feelings and relationships. This in turn develops self-esteem, commitment to learning and a belief that they can succeed. Along with meeting the educational requirements of Ofsted we also encourage children to develop an understanding and concern for their environment and build a natural inquisitiveness towards nature and wildlife. 

To enable children to experience and learn about their natural environment we visit the Willow & Wetlands centre or Huish Woods on a weekly basis, weather permitting. In these environments the children can gain pleasure from walking in the woods, observe the changes of the seasons and experience a host of wildlife in their natural settings. At the Willow & Wetlands centre the children can play in the willow as well as use it to make structures and they can also go pond dipping in the newly created pond. The Forest school curriculum helps the children gain a greater knowledge and understanding of the world around them.
Aims of Woodlands Pre-school
At Woodlands we aim to enhance the development and education of your child through play.  We aim to provide a safe and stimulating environment and to work within a framework, which ensures equality of opportunity for all children and families. We offer sessions of care for children from 2 ½ to 4 years 10 months.  

The staff feel that education in the early years is much more than teaching colours, shapes, numbers and letters.  It is about developing strong, curious and confident children.  It is about extending their joy, fascination and wonder at the world about exploring real and imaginary worlds and forming positive relationships.  

“Children who acquire a sense of mastery,
 a willingness to ‘have a go’ and to learn from mistakes have a head start in learning”.

(Early Education – Learning for Life Exhibition)Staffing
We have a ratio of 1 adult to 8 children for the ages of 3 to 5 and a ratio of 1 adult to 4 children for all 2 to 3 year olds.  This ensures individual attention to the needs and development of each child.  The majority of our staff are qualified to a minimum of level 3 in Childcare Learning and Development and one member of staff is an Early Years Professional. 
All staff are police checked and hold Paediatric first aid certificates.
We operate a key worker system, which gives each member of staff responsibility for a small group of children.  This means that each child in the pre-school can have one special adult to relate to. The key-worker is able to tailor the curriculum to the needs of each individual child, while also liaising with the family as necessary through shared record keeping, ensuring that all children are encouraged to reach their full potential.  Observations and assessments take place with parental approval and such records will be passed to the parents when the children leave the pre-school, with the option of passing them to school.

Parent’s role

We recognise that parents are the first and most important educators of their children and thus are always welcome to visit the pre-school and help out, (please see the supervisor). Parents make an invaluable contribution towards the management administration and fund raising activities.  The success of the pre-school depends on the constant and continuing support of all parents.

Management and administration
The Pre-school is run by a voluntary committee, predominately made up of parents of the children attending pre-school, and the Supervisor and staff are responsible for the day to day running of the group. 
An Annual General Meeting (AGM) is held each September and the current officers (Chair, Treasurer and Secretary) resign their post and new members are elected. Parents will be informed of the date of the AGM in good time so they may be able to attend.  At each AGM the committee gives an account to the pre-school parents of the way it has been running the pre-school on their behalf during the year.  A parent/carer can be co-opted on to the committee at any time during the year.  A list of committee members is available from the notice board inside the main door or from the Supervisor, with the main positions listed in this booklet.  
The pre-school committee are all police checked and take up references and police checks of all pre-school staff and volunteers.  Any concerns or complaints should be addressed to any member of the committee.  We are registered with OFSTED, who undertake an inspection every 3 years to ensure the pre-school is delivering education and care that meets certain requirements. 
Our latest OFSTED inspection in June 2009 gave us a good overall outcome. As a requirement of OFSTED the pre-school has a series of policies which are available to be read at the pre-school or if you wish to have a copy please make a request to the Supervisor. The pre-school is also registered with the Pre-school Learning Alliance, and the Charity Commission.  

The Pre-school day
Woodlands is open Monday to Friday during school term (term dates are available from the pre-school). On a Wednesday we visit the Willow & Wetlands Centre or Huish Woods for a few hours, weather permitting. 
Morning, afternoon and all day sessions are available.

	The Morning session is 
	9am – 12 noon 
(or 1pm if staying for lunch).

	The afternoon session is 
	12pm – 3pm.

	All day session is 
	9am – 3pm.


Registering your child

All you need to do is telephone or email the pre-school and an application to join letter will be sent to you. You will be required to complete and return this letter and then the staff will contact you regarding a visit. If you change your address at any time, please ensure the pre-school is notified.

Fee Payments

Fees can be paid monthly, each ½ term or one payment at the beginning of each term. Bills will be issued at the beginning of each term detailing payments and due dates. Current fees are £3.40 / hour and are reviewed annually in June.
Nursery Education Funding is available for all children the term following their 3rd birthday.  A maximum of 6hrs/day (15hrs/week) can be claimed up to a set limit as set out below.

Autumn term

-
210 hrs

Spring term

-
165 hrs

Summer term

-
195 hrs

Any hours in excess of the above will be charged to the parent/carer at the beginning of each month.
Practical information for parents
Children may start at Woodlands once they are 2½. Children do not have to be dry, but if not please provide spare nappies, wet wipes and a change of clothing.
Refreshments – A snack is provided during the morning, and water is provided all day. We would prefer children not to bring their own snack in unless they have special dietary needs. If your child is staying for lunch please provide a packed lunch and drink. We try and encourage a healthy diet so we request that crisps and chocolate should be kept to a minimum in lunch boxes and that sweets should be avoided. 
Clothing – Please do not send children to pre-school in their best clothing. Although aprons are available for painting, gluing etc it can be difficult to remove and we do not wish to restrict your child’s play, or reduce their enjoyment from the great environment Woodlands is set in.  Clothing should be simple so children are able to go to the bathroom and remove or replace clothing when going outside with relative ease to reduce the dependence on other people’s help.  Please provide a pair of Wellington boots, hats and gloves in winter and sun-hats and sun cream in summer. Please ensure boots and outdoor clothing are named. No opened toed shoes please, Velcro/buckle shoes preferred so children are able to do their own shoes.
Children who attend on a Wednesday require suitable clothing as it gets cold in the winter and we do like to go out whatever the weather.  All children will need waterproof clothing and wellies as we do go outside even during the rain on Wednesdays. The children are helped to get their waterproof clothing on before they get on the minibus at pre-school and then taken off gain before they get back into the mini bus so a plastic carrier bag is useful to put their muddy/wet waterproofs into. We recommend that children wear long trousers, even in the summer to reduce the risk of nettle stings, scratches and tic bites when walking in the woods. 
Settling your child at Woodlands
Most children settle very well within a week or two. It would be helpful if you visit the pre-school with your child for a few times as settling in will go more smoothly if they are a little more familiar with the surroundings and staff.

Dropping off / Collecting arrangements
Please do not park in the staff car park at the front of the school. You will need to park in the local streets and then walk into the school.
Please sign your child into pre-school on arrival. You must notify a member of staff if someone different is collecting your child.  They will not be allowed to leave with anyone who is not authorised.   
On the occasion when parents or the person normally authorised to collect the child are unable to do so, the staff should be informed of a password that the person collecting the child will know when they come to collect the child. This ensures your child’s safety. 
Sick Children

Details should be given on the Registration form of all contact details for emergencies.  If your child becomes unwell at Pre-school, the supervisor will contact you and ask you to come and collect your child.  If your child has been sick/unwell outside of school time, please discuss their return with the pre-school supervisor.

Child Protection – We all care about the safety of children but know that accidents can happen, in the event that your child arrives at school with a bruise or obvious mark we will ask you to sign an incident form to acknowledge it. Please be assured that this is standard practice.

Annual Events

Christmas party:  A Christmas party is held for the children in the pre-school during the last week of the Autumn term and you will not be charged for this day.
Easter Egg Hunt: This is usually held in one of our woodlands settings.
Leavers Party:
This is held at the end of the summer term for all the children, and again you will not be charged. 

Annual outing: 
There is an annual summer outing for the children and parents, its great fun and everybody is welcome to participate if practical.


The Curriculum

Within the group all children are encouraged to develop their potential at their own pace.  With our key worker system, we can ensure a planned curriculum tailored to the needs of each individual child.  Each child is offered the use of a wide variety of play materials giving them the opportunity to develop personal and social skills, such as colour recognition, awareness of different textures, shape information, creative expression and a high level of individual adult input.  We are able to offer the curriculum, which leads to nationally approved ‘Early Learning Goals’ and prepares children to progress with confidence.

At Woodlands the children are privileged to be able to enjoy the experience of Forest School activities. The philosophy of Forest school is to encourage and inspire individuals through small achievable goals in an outdoor environment, thus fostering individuals self esteem and independence skills.

The Forest School ethos focuses on individual effort and achievement but its practices can be applied across the Early Years Foundation stage curriculum. 

 “The best class room and the richest cupboard is roofed only by the sky.” (Margaret McMillian).

During forest school sessions children are able to experience the different weather conditions, use full size tools for specific reasons and learn how to light fires on which they cook food.  The children learn to respect their environment and each other, work within agreed safety boundaries and grow together as a team. Each session is a balance of child led and adult initiated activities, taking into account the individual child’s needs, knowledge and stage of development. 

Young children need to ‘do’ to learn and we recognise that much of that individual growth depends upon movement, social relations and first hand experiences. 

As a parent we ask you to be patient with us, your child will get wet and muddy.  This is part of your child’s learning process.  We advise your child to wear old clothes, boots, waterproof coat and trousers and bring hats, gloves and spare clothes. 
Personal professional development is fully supported and actively encouraged by the committee.

“We are ready to play and have fun, are you?”
Early Years Foundation Stage areas of learning and development.
Children will move through the following areas of learning and development at different rates and not necessarily in sequence. Staff will tailor the pre-school curriculum to take into account children’s individual interests, strengths, weaknesses and learning and development requirements. 

1. Personal, social and emotional development
· Dispositions and Attitudes
· Self Confidence and Self Esteem
· Making Relationships

· Behaviour and self control

· Self care

· Sense of Community

Children are provided with experiences that allow them to develop: a positive sense of self, and of others, respecting other people, creatures and their environment, social skills and a positive approach and attitude to learning. This is done through a range of experiences and activities such as role play, turn taking games, tidying up, circle time (feelings, talking and listening), discussing and setting their own rules for the setting. The learning environment is arranged in such a way that children can access resources and equipment independently, enabling confidence and independence through doing things for themselves and completing achievable tasks.
2. Communication, Language and Literacy

· Language for communication and thinking
· Linking sounds and letters
· Reading

· Writing

· Hand writing

This area of learning will be developed throughout the day in many everyday contexts. Children are encouraged to be aware of writing, reading, text, words, information, signs and spoken words that occur within the pre-school environment. Children will experience many opportunities to express themselves in a variety of different formats such as photos, writing in the role play area, mark making activities, making signs, making up songs and stories and recording their own voice. Story and song time occur every session and as children develop in their learning the formal letters and phonics will be introduced into activities and routines.
3. Knowledge & Understanding of the World.
· Exploration & Investigating 
· Designing and Making
· Information & Communication technology

· Time, Place & Communities
We have a wide range of resources for children to explore these areas of learning. The children have access to the computer where they can play games or learn about the world around them using a series of educational DVD’s and CD’s. In forest school the children use microscopes and magnifying equipment to explore wildlife and record their results. We also explore different places around the world and celebrate other cultures.

4. Problem Solving, Reasoning & Numeracy.

Numbers – familiarity with numbers through rhymes, songs, stories, counting games and activities.

Sequencing – using everyday objects to match, sort and place into order.
Calculation

Shape, Size & Measure
Children are helped to become familiar with sorting, matching, ordering, sequencing and counting activities by means of games, puzzles, jigsaws and constructional toys etc.  Such activities form the basis for early mathematics.  As mathematical understanding develops, children are helped to identify objects by shape, position, size, volume and number.  Children also become aware of number sequences through songs, games and picture books.  When they are ready, they begin to learn the use of simple mathematical operations such as addition. 
5. Creative Development
· Creating music & dance

· Developing imagination & imaginary play

· Being creative. Responding to experiences, expressing & communicating ideas

· Exploring media & materials

We have a wide range of resources for the children to use to express

their ideas and feelings and to allow them to respond and experience two and three dimensions.  Paint, glue, play dough, crayons, pencils as well as natural and discarded resources allow children to explore with colour, texture, shape and to create their own masterpieces, be it drawing, painting or collage.

There are many opportunities for imaginative role-play and for the children to join in with music and stories
Through songs, rhymes and stories children are encouraged to listen and respond and to extend their vocabulary and fluency by talking and listening. Children are helped to understand why writing is so important and that written symbols carry meanings.  When they are ready children are encouraged to use drawn written symbols for themselves. Our book corner encourages children to become familiar with books and helps make them aware of the use of books for reference as well as a source of pictures and stories.
6. Physical development
· Movement & space

· Health & bodily awareness

· Using equipment & materials

A range of equipment, indoors and outdoors, helps children to develop confidence and enjoyment in the use of their own developing bodily skills. With a high level of adult supervision, children can safely develop increasing skill and control in moving, climbing and balancing. They are also encouraged and supported in the development of finer motor skills needed to use tools for example pens and pencils and handling small objects with increasing accuracy and control.
Forest School Curriculum

Forest School is an education concept that began in Denmark in the 1980’s. Its philosophy is to equip young children through to adults with an education that encourages an appreciation of the natural world.

Through a series of visits to woodland areas over an extended period of time the  children are encouraged to be independent and, by working through small achievable tasks in a stimulating environment, are able to build self-esteem and develop social and behaviour management skills.

The sessions are planned around individual learning needs and confidence in the woodland area is also taken into consideration. There will also be time allocated for child-initiated activities and free play interspersed with adult led experiences, as the session’s progress.

After each session, observations of groups and individuals are shared between staff and a evaluations are made. These evaluations are used to plan for subsequent sessions and all planning reflects the children’s own needs and interests, with an emphasis on developing the child initiated activities. When planning sessions the staff take into account how Forest School can be followed up in order to create a holistic approach.
A typical session will follow a structure:
(  Greeting, Head count of children

(  Make way to site, gathering in campfire area 

(  Reminder of health and safety issues and outline of the day

(  Activity - Adult directed games or practical experiences that lead children                                      

   into their own initiated activities                

(  Refreshment Break. Whole group gathers together at campfire area

(  Activity Time for child initiated play and discovery

(  Circle time. Time to review events of the day and feelings. 

(  Share a story or song

Forest School Activities

	1st Autumn ½ Term
	2nd Autumn ½ Term

	Exploration & Discovery:

Picking up sticks & how to carry them correctly

Staying together

1,2,3 Where are you? Game

Knowing the boundary

Correct way to sit around the camp fire

What’s here?

License to get dirty & explore 

Using senses

Circle time
	Seeds, Hibernation & Fire lighting:

Increasing familiarity in the woods

Monitor/observe changing seasons

Life cycles- finding & planting seeds

How animals prepare for winter
What’s here? Special places, looking closely & in more detail

Activities leading up to fire lighting

Lighting the fire



	1st Spring ½ Term
	2nd Spring ½ Term

	Introducing tools & Cooking:

Link activities to the onset of spring 

Learn to use potato peelers, saws, and ropes safely

Gathering wood, fire laying & lighting

Make  toasting stick & toast march mellows on camp fire
	Homes, music, changing materials:

Increase child initiated activities

Nest building

Shelter building using natural materials

Learn to use knives safely

Make musical instruments

Cooking popcorn


	1st Summer ½ Term
	2nd summer ½ Term

	Plant growth, colours, trails:

Link activities to the onset of Summer

Identifying plants & trees

Making charcoal, collecting natural colours, making paint brushes

Learn to use secateurs safely

Mapping sticks, laying trails, treasure maps
	Minibeasts, collecting & celebration:

Making minibeasts from natural materials

Tie knots/lashings, make hurdles

Make spiders web

Practical problems & team challenges

Parents day


Meeting all children’s needs

Children make progress at different rates and have different ways in which they learn best. We will take account of this by looking carefully at how we organise our environment, books, resources and level appropriate activities to meet individual children's needs. The activities both planned and child led will enable the children to meet all of the Foundation Stage Areas of Learning. 
Contact Us

By phone
Pre-school supervisor:  01823 444302 
By email
admin@woodlandspre-school.co.uk  or visit our website www.woodlandspre-school.co.uk

Committee members

The numbers below can be used in and out of term time

Kate Marks – (Chair)


         01823 442021
Jasmine Riches – (Secretary)


 01823 444659

Emma Amor – (Treasurer)


 01823 443403

or

Caroline El-Abbar – (Administrator)

 01823 442468
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